






       Operations, Standardization and
Quality of Tourism Services Administration

                                                                                                  August 26, 2009
                                                                                                                                   Ref. No.:2009-0014-358 

To: All Tourism Trade and Tourists


Shalom,

SUBSTITUTE FOR PASSPORT VISA STAMP -  FORM  17 L

Upon arrival to Israel, tourists wishing not to have their passports stamped can request from the border control to have their tourist visa stamped on "Form 17 L" instead of their passport.  This will ensure that they gain all the benefits of holding a tourist status while in Israel.

We hope that in the near future, Form 17 L will be available on each airline carrier.  At present, the forms are available at Ben Gurion International Airport, at the side of the hall before the border control booths.  Tourists interested in filling out the form are requested to do so at the designated area and then proceed to border control.  Those interested in attaining the form but heading straight to Border Control without first filling it out, will be sent to side of the hall to complete as directed.  At the various Land Crossings to Israel, the forms are at the Border Control officials in the booths.

Tourists are requested to fill in family name, first name, father's first name, country of birth, nationality, passport number, gender, year of birth and then general details regarding the tourist's entrance/exit. On the entrance side, tourists are requested to state carrier/ship, flight number and port of embarkation.  On the exit site of the form, tourists will be asked to state port of destination, carrier/ship and flight number.  The form should be stamped both at the entrance and at the exit by the border control official.

For your information, the stamped form is proof of tourist status and must be retained by the tourist while in Israel.  It is incumbent upon the tourist to make sure he doesn't lose it.   When planning a purchase, together with the passport Form 17 L must be shown (but not handed in) in order to receive tourist privileges such as return of VAT for hotel services, car rentals as well as at specially registered duty free shops throughout the country. 

We wish you a pleasant visit and should you need any help or information, our Tourist information Offices throughout the country are at your service.

Sincerely yours,
Nancy Shedlaz
Tourism Facilitation

5, BANK OF ISRAEL ST.,P.O.BOX 1018, JERUSALEM 91009 TEL.02-6664200
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